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Welcome to the first issue of St.

Mar garet Maryods Parish

At their visioning/retreat day this time last
year, the Parish Council decided to create a
forum in which to celebrate the people, events
and projects that bring so much energy and life
to the parish.

Hence, this newsletter, which will be
published three times a year. The newsletter will
not replace the weekly bulletin, which keeps us
up to date on events and issues in the parish and
diocese. Rather, the newsletter is meant to
capture the spirit of cooperation, generosity and
vibrant faith among us. It is meant to celebrate
who we are and what we do to enliven and
enrich our parish and our world.

We thank all those people who have
contributed to this first issué and those who
will help create future editions. Enjoy!

~ The Parish Newsletter Committee

A MESSAGE from Father John ...

| have now completed four years as Pastor
of St . Mar gar et Mar yos
wonderful and convenient living in this
communityi | 6 m j ust a
the hospital and the church is just next door!
Working at the parish and the hospital is a great
combination. The parish location makes it
possible for me to do what is closest to my heart
i ministering to the sick and dying and their
families.
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And, the fact that the parish is willing to
.C%% V\\;\I,tl’sl ril pefafttlr.rt]? éaarl'st.or makes'the pansh'an
integral part of ministering to the sick and dying
as well.

The generosity of a community that is
willing to take up parish ministry wherever and
whenever needed allows me to continue my
hospital ministry. For me, that is a great gift.

In 2009, Parish Council, at their annual
retreat, discussed ways in which we might
improve communication within the parish. A
decision was made that with the help of
interested parishioners we would introduce a
parish newsletter.

| agreed wholeheartedly with this endeavour
and wish the newsletter team much success in
keeping parishioners up to date with new and
ongoing activities. We encourage parishioners
to submit items of interest to the parish office for
our second newsletter which will be published in
June 2010.

| know that each and every parishioner is
dedicated to our parish community and wants to
grow in every way as a faith community living in

ChdrlisstP Sad
My thoughts and

of you each day as
| celebrate Eucharist
at the hospital.

Blessings!
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Annual Christmas Bazaar: Louise delivers individual thanjou letters
Another Success Story to all businesses that donate food and other items
by Shona Timmins with t8 éhre g)zi\zaa{j 6YBur tEllree |HV|ted to support these

In December 2009, St. Margaret Mary Parish
held its 11" annual bazaar. The bazaar has grown
over the years and has become the primary
fundraiser for our Sunday Supper program.

For the past four years, Louise Rickenbacker,
a parishioner at St .
years, has been the chair of the Bazaar Committee,
which has 13 members. As well, some 40 to 50
volunteers are involved in the preparations and in
the running of the bazaar. These are mostly parish-
ioners, but include 12 people from other parishes.

The working committees are divided into
four major categories:

1 Healthy frozen foods,which can be purchased
prior to and on the day of the bazaar. These
nutritious meals are made with care by a team
of parishioners. Frozen apple pies are also
available.

1 Baked goods and preservesdonated by
generous parishioners.

§ Silent auction, with prizes donated by more
than 30 local merchants.

1 Fun for the entire family, including a cafe

style sitdown lunch featuring homemade soup,
meatballs with rice, or pizza (with most of the
ingredients being donated by 14 local
merchants), supervised craft activities for kids,
and a fishpond where they can fish for prizes.

Mar

local merchants and thank them for their
generosity.

Because of the ongoing renovations in the
Old Firehall on Sunnyside Avenue, the bazaar
was held entirely in Mary Beattie Hall in 2009.

At first, it was feared that this change would
result in crowding and less revenue, as we had to
forgo sales of collectible items and crafts this
year. There was indeed a small shortfall, but the
budget for the Sunday Supper program was more
than met. It is estimated that the program costs
the parish $6,000 per year. The revenues from
the bazaar in 2009 exceeded $7,250 and will
cover the Sunday Supper program and the extra
maintenance costs involved with the program.

The Bazaar Committee may opt to keep the
bazaar in Mary Beattie Hall in future years as the
initial concerns were, in the end, not a problem.

Also, rent is charged for the Firehall, and this
fee may increase after
are completed. This topic will be up for
discussion in the months ahead. Your input is
welcomel!
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The parish wishes to express its sincere
gratitude to Louise who, we hope, will lead us into
2010 with another bazaar success story.

Mary Dalipaj and Louise Rickenbacker

Thank you, Louise, for your dedication to and
leadership of this worthy cause.

Louise does have other outside interests and
pursues these with the same vigour that she has
shown in running the bazaar. She volunteers on the
board of the Friends of the National Arts Centre
Orchestra and is a volunteer docent (guide) at the
National Gallery of Canada. She is also an avid
golfer and spends many hours on the course during
golf season.

As the new year gets underway, we invite
you to consider being part of the Bazaar
Committee in 2010.

New members are always welcome!

Fair Trade Coffee; Café Justicia
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Fair trade coffee is available for
purchase on the first Sunday of each
month, Hospitality Sunday.

Proceeds from the sales support the
work of the Guatemalan cooperative
of organic coffee growers in the
Altiplano district of Guatemala.

Meet Leslie VandelLaar

by Shona Timmins

Leslie is our new parish secretary,
replacing Linda Gunning in the church office.
Leslie joined us on December 1, 2009. She will
be working in the office each week from
Tuesday to Friday, from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

Leslie lives in Orleans. Her husband, Bob,
is deacon at St. Edith Stein Parish, Rockland.
That is where Leslie and Bob met Fr. John, who
was pastor there for several years. During his
final year of training as deacon, Bob, who is
retired from the military, did his formation under
Fr . Johnds guidance.
children, Nicole and Michael, who are at
university here in Ottawa.

L e:

Leslie comes with excellent experience for
her role as parish secretary at St. Margaret
Mar yo6s. I n her previ ous
administrator in a busy downtown medical office
where there were 11 physicians. She tells us that
she is very much enjoying her new role so far
and described her move from her previous job as
an easy transition, thanks to Linda Gunning, who
has been responsible for her orientation. Leslie
has found the parishioners she has met to be very
welcoming and supportive.
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Among her dayto-day administrative duties, Lead the Way
Leslie is responsible for doing reception duties,
producing the weekly bulletin, maintaining office
supplies, arranging hall rentals, coordinating
baptisms and funeral arrangements, and generally
being a welcoming presence for the parish.

A story for children of all ages

At the end of January 2010, she will take
over many financial activities, including the
computerized entry of weekly donations, paying

bills, writing cheques and banking. _
g a J It was 11:00aM and my family and | were

Among Leslieb6s ot her sitingtineourditdethsuse anrthe woads.iMy tite,n g ,
gourmet cooking and gardening. Isabelle, was sitting in her rocking chair, knitting
in front of the fire. | was sitting on the floor,
reading to my daughter, Luna, but she seemed to
have something else on her mind.

Welcome, Leslie! We hope you enjoy
working with us and for the parish at St. Margaret

Mar yos.
ANow what are you dayd.]
_ one?0 | asked.
Did you know? Al want a Cwistmas twe
AWell , then, Il 611 Just

You can now make monthly direct deposits {o
the parish instead of putting cash or weekly
envelopes in the collection basket. This is|a Luna.

great opportunity to increase your giving, takg AOh, William, | was |
advantage of tax breaks, and enjoy the heard them talking about a blizzard! You can go
convenience of direct deposits.  Monthly on Friday, o sai d my W i
giving helps the parish to plan and budget for ~ though she knew that when | set my mind to

its expenses. Contact the parish office to find s omet hi ng, thereds no wa
out how to register! 613305265

down a nice pretty onel! 0o

AOh, come now, | sabel |l
everything Mrs. Spencer, Widow Freedland and
Mr. Duffley say, can you? Plus, Friday is
{dd al NBEFNBG al NEQa QHrNRsitKkmgd 2,32and | ittle o
have to wait t hat l ong

& The lines at the bottom

symbolize baptismal waters. sm|I~|ng atLuna. .

§ The hands represent a nNo, no, papalo _
welcome to the diversity in ouf Awel |l , there you have |
population. ABut the people in towr
§ The symbol to the left of the AThen ités settled! |6l
Cross represents the crown of There was a long silence, then Isabelle burst
thorns . out l aughing. Al ol l get
§ The cross itself represents go. 0

the Risen Christ.
'S 'S So | ate my supper, took my axe and left.




